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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 FRB-01 INR-07 

NSAE-00 USIA-I5 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 SP-02 CIEP-02 

LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 /066 W 

048751 

R 201756Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO F. JAY LAHR 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIVISION 
INDIANA DEPT OP COMMERCE 
336 STATE HOUSE 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 48204 
TLX: 810-341-3376 
TEL: 317/633-4539 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6347 
USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 932 

USDOC FOR CAGNE/OID/SAM - PLEASE PASS TO INDIANA TRADE MISSION 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJ: INDIANA lOGA TRADE MISSION 

1. HOUSEKEEPING INFORMATION FOLLOWS PER ADVANCE VISIT OF 
SHERAR AND LAHR: 

2. AMBASSADOR AGREES TO HOST RECEPTION FOR MISSION MEMBERS 
SATURDAY NIGHT, MARCH 6. 

3. EMBASSY HAS ENGAGED BUS (SYRIAN STYLE) FOR MISSION USE. 
ESTIMATE COST; $150. SOME USAGE OP TAXIS WILL BE REQUIRED 
FOR INDIVIDUAL (AS OPPOSED TO GROUP) APPOINTMENTS. 

AVERAGE COST OF ONE-WAY DAMASCUS TAXI FAIR: 70 CENTS. 
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4. ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL OFFICER MICHAEL DAVIS WILL 
MEET MISSION AT AIRPORT MARCH 5 AT 1700. SYRIAN ARAB 
AIRLINE CANNOT CONFIRM FLIGHTS AND BOOKINGS IN AND OUT 
OF DAMASCUS UNTIL ONE WEEK BEFORE ARRIVAL. 

5. RESERVATIONS AT NEW OMAYYAD HOTEL ADJUSTED TO ABSENCE 
OF CLICK. 

6. EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE I6MM FILM SOUND PROJECTOR. WE HAVE NO 
RPT NO RELIABLE 35MM SLIDE PROJECTOR AND SUGGEST MISSION BRING 
ITS OWN. 

7. WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE PROMISED 20 COMPANY BROCHURES 
FOR EACH PARTICIPATING FIRM. WE NEED TO DISTRIBUTE THESE 
BROCHURES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT BEFORE 
MISSION ARRIVAL. PLEASE EXPEDITE SHIPMENT. 

8. SARG CONTACTS DELIGHTED TO LEARN INDIANA MISSION 
INCLUDES BANKDER AND HOPE HE IS PREPARED TO DISCUSS FINANCING 
OF PROJECTS. EMPHASIS HERE IS ON NEED OF HIGH QUALITY 
PRODUCT AND ADVANTAGEOUS FINANCING. SYRIANS PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS LARGE PROJECTS INCLUDING TURNKEY PLANS FOR 
PREFABRICATED HOUSING AND DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION OF "NEW 
TOWNS" BUT SYRIANS EMPHASIZE THAT US FIRMS ARE AT DISADVANTAGE 
HERE IF THEY OFFER ONLY NORMAL COMMERCIAL FINANCING RATES. WE 
HOPE MISSION MEMBERS ARE PREPARED TO TAKE THIS REALITY INTO 
ACCOUNT IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS HERE. 

MURPHY 
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